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EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Evangelical Fellowship 


Statement Of Objectives 


The Southern Presbyterian Evangelical Fellow- 
ship has been organized for the purpose of pro- 
moting the cause of Evangelical Christianity 
within the bounds of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States and throughout the world. 


This organization has come into being because of 
the obvious inroads of modern liberalism, which 
both denies many of the sacred teachings of the 
Word of God and seeks in many instances to 
throttle the testimony of those who would fear- 
lessly and vigorously proclaim the gospel of a 
blood-bought redemption revealed in the inerrant 
Word of God. 


We believe that the mission of the Christian 
Church is a spiritual one; to declare the gospel of 
God’s love in Christ and Christ’s sacrifice to satisfy 
divine justice and to make possible man’s salvation 
through faith in a crucified and risen Lord; and 
that while the Church should condemn evil wher- 
ever found, the Church should not be used, in its 
pulpits, church courts, executive or promotional 
agencies, official publications, or in any way what- 
soever, to promote social, economic and commu- 
nistic views or ideologies. 


In order to accomplish the broad objective sug- 
gested above, we set ourselves to the promotion of 
the following ways and means by which Evan- 
gelical Christianity can best be promoted within 
our Church and before the world. 


I. Support Of Southern Presbyterian Journal: We 
shall give ourselves to the strengthening, enlarging 
and increased undergirding of the noble testimony 
of The Southern Presbytérian Journal, a paper 
which fully represents our position and boldly 
champions the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ 
everywhere. Its large and growing subscription 
list, which now includes subscribers in every one 
of our 48 States and in 48 foreign countries, needs 
to be further enlarged and its usefulness enhanced 
in every way. 


II. Evangelical Literature: Recognizing the per- 
sonal right of individuals to select their own read- 
ing matter, and realizing the far-reaching influence 
of the printed page, we shall give particular atten- 
tion to the publication and distribution of positive 
evangelical and evangelistic literature. To this end 
we solicit special funds from interested persons and 
ask that this undertaking be handled through The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


III. Entangling Alliances: That we shall oppose 
any and all alliances of our Church with any group 
or organization which advocates or encourages the 
effort to make the Church an instrument for the 
promotion of political or economic or social issues 
Soa contrary to the spiritual mission of the 

urch. 


IV. Theological Education: Realizing that much 
of present-day preaching is vague, lacking in Bib- 
lical content, and evidencing a definite absence of 
evangelical and evangelistic emphasis, we shall in- 
sist constantly that the theological education of 
our prospective ministers should not only be on 
high levels of scholarship but also be in cordial 
and complete accord with the standards and the 
historical position of our beloved Church. We fur: 
ther urge that every effort be made to graduate 
students with a positive doctrinal message of Jesu: 
Christ and Him crucified. 


V. Evangelism: Believing that all men without 
Christ are lost and bound for an eternal hell, ut 
terly without hope except in the sovereign mercy 
of God through the redeeming work of our Lord 


Jesus Christ, we shall encourage and diligently sup- 


port efforts to promote evangelistic services al 
personal evangelism throughout the bounds of ou 
Church. 


VI. Covenant Of Loyalty And Prayer: Humbled 
by the recognition of the presence of error and sil 
in our Church, and our share of responsibility 
therefor, we dedicate ourselves to the task of Ie 
building our Church pure in doctrine, in life, af 
uncompromising witness to the saving power of tht 
Lord Jesus Christ. We affirm our loyalty to the 
following convictions: 


a. The entire trustworthiness of the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice; 
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b. The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechism as containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Holy Scriptures; 


ce. The full Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
involving the fact of His Virgin Birth, His sub- 
stitutionary atonement to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, His mighty works and miracles as re- 
corded in the New Testament, His bodily resur- 
rection, and His sure return in power and 


glory. 
We covenant together to stand for these principles 


and to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 


upon our Church in a mighty revival. 


We believe that the realization of these objec- 
tives will preserve the testimony of our Church and 
make it more and more a God-given instrument for 
the salvation of men around the world, and we 
invite to join with us in the promotion of these ob- 
jectives all those in our beloved Church or else- 
where who share with us the beliefs and desires 
herein expressed. 

Southern Presbyterian 
Evangelical Fellowship. 


Having carefully read the above named objec- 
tives of The Southern Presbyterian Evangelical 
Fellowship, I heartily concur in them and ask that 
I be enrolled as a member of The Southern Presby- 
terian Evangelical Fellowship. ? 


Date 


Address__— 
(Street. or Box) 


(Town and State) 


Office Held (If Any) 
Sign And Mail To: 


The Presbyterian Evangelical Fellowship 


Box 68, Weaverville, N. C. 


A National Council 
Of Churches 


While In Amsterdam I learned that there is in 


_ process of organization a National Council of 


Churches which will pyramid the functions of the 
Federal Council and the sundry councils of For- 


ign Missions, Home Missions, Stewardship, Re- 
ligious Education, Women’s Work, et.al. This omni- 
| bus body is expected to take over in 1950. That 
' Means it has already been approved by many 
_ stoups. We shall not discuss this important matter 
mm full in this editorial. We want, however, to call 
| our Church’s attention to two matters. 


First, this question has been before our General 
Assembly and has been voted down by our Church 


| on organizational grounds. The opposition to this | 
_ ganization was led by two of our Foreign Mission 


ecretaries. Since one of these two is now our 
oderator, we look to him to continue his leader- 


ship in this matter. The writer is not a prophet of 


e future, but there have been times in the recent 


» Past that our policy would have been hampered 
_ 4nd our testimony perverted if we had been forced 


to conform our policy in the foreign field to that 
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of others. Darby Fulton led us to condemn Shinto 
shrine worship while others were compromising 
this issue. Time has shown our position to be right. 
We have declined to take the position on the Japa- 
nese Kyodan which is taken by most or all of the 
New York Boards, or to be represented in China 
by a missionary who had advocated compromise 
on the shrine issue. We look to our representatives 


in the several bodies which would be asked to go 


into the National Council to support the official 
position of our General Assembly that we may con- 
tinue to live and work in that freedom with which 
Christ has made us free and not have our obedience 
to Him intercepted by an American curia or a 
superchurch structure directing our missionary, 


educational and devotional life. 


Secondly, we wish to ask... attention to the 
doctrinal basis of such a proposed organization. 
Our Church has officially asked the Federal Council 
to place itself on a more adequate doctrinal basis. 
Our General Assembly requested the Federal 
Council to place itself on the more definite doc- 
trinal basis of the world council—namely the ac- 
ceptance of our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour. More recently the Reformed Church in 
America (Dutch) has asked the Federal Council 
explicitly to declare itself in its plenary session 
as subscribing to the Deity of Christ. During the 
debate on whether or not to accept the Univer- 
salist into the Federal Council the opponents of 
this action were embarrassed by the fact that the 
Federal Council’s creed was so vague that it could 
be accepted by the Universalists even though most 
of them are unitarians. 


Prior to the Federal Council the Churches worked 
together in a World’s Evangelical Alliance which 
had a sound evangelical creed. But anti-theological 
American “liberalism” went latitudinarian, and 
set up instead the anti-credal Federal Council. It 
looks now like the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals may become the American representative 
of the century old Worlds Evangelical Alliance. 
Meanwhile theological thought in the world has 
been driven back to creeds and to theology. Gen- 
eral MacArthur told the world that the Japanese 
problem was theological. Europe found that the 
historic creeds and new definitely Christological 
confessions were a necessary support against Nazi 
totalitarianism. Hromadka says that the authority 
of the Word of God is the only answer to dia- 
lectic materialism. If a new organization is to be 
formed let it lift the flag of unquestioned loy- 
alty to Jesus Christ, for as a reviving French 
Protestantism is asserting: our first duty is to ex- 
press ourselves adequately about Jesus Christ. 


—Wm. C. R. 


Both Deep And Wide 


Proponents of the World Council have empha- 
sized the ecumenical aspect of the recent Amster- 
dam meeting, feeling that the fact that such a 
meeting took place was in actuality the essence of a 
dream come true. Those who look upon ecumenicity 
as the most important thing in modern Church de- 
velopment can well be complacent and thankful. 


Opponents of this same Council have run the 
gamut of those who considered it an evil develop- 
ment to those who recognized in its heterogeneous 
membership elements so diverse as to make doctrinal 
stability an impossibility and who therefore refuse 
to become enthusiastic over another man-made or- 
ganization. 
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That there were deep cleavages of thought was to 
be expected. How deep this cleavage was is only 
now beginning to become apparent. 


Many godly men attended this meeting. Many 
men representing extreme liberalism were also there 
in force, particularly among those representing 
American Protestantism. The election of Bishop 
Oxnam as one of the six presidents was a shock and 
a disappointment to American evangelicals who ab- 
solutely refuse to accept either his leadership or his 
theological views. 


The cleavage of thought centered openly around 
the mission of the Church and on the basic con- 
ception of the authirity of the Bible. 


“Time,” in its issue of November 8th, helps furth- 
er clarify this divergence of belief. We quote: 


“At Amsterdam last summer, when Protestantism 
foregathered at the first Assembly. of the World 
Council of Churches, a notable divergence in point 
of view between the U.S. and Europe was quickly 
apparent. 


“The two points of view might be stated 
like this: 


“European Protestants spend too much time 
thinking about God and the Scripture, not 
enough in helping their neighbor. 


“U.S. Protestants are inclined to be simple- 
minded do-gooders with a busy-bee, ‘social- 
worker’ concept of religion that comes peril- 
ously close to Pelagian heresy.’’* 


(*Pelagius, excommunicated for heresy in 
the fifth century, has been identified with the 
— as man could be saved by good works 

one. 


Here “Time” has succintly stated the issue which 
not only caused dissension at Amsterdam but which 
is at the root of religious controversy in America 
itself. 


Too many American theologians, and their fol- 
lowers, have contended that what a man believes 
is of secondary importance and have preached 
and taught a gospel of good works based on nebu- 
lous and ill-defined doctrine. 


In other words, the virgin birth, the incarnation, 
the supernatural, the vicarious atonement, the 
bodily resurrection and the absolute authority 
of the Bible are debatable issues and therefore 
of secondary importance. 


On the other hand, the evangelical is con- 
vinced—and this conviction is so strong that he 
would die rather than compromise,—that with- 
out these doctrines there is no Christianity. The 
evangelical sees emerging a new religion in which 
the person and work of Christ is changed from 
that of the Divine Son of God, redeeming sinful 
man by His sacrificial death on the cross, to that 
primarily of imspiration and example. 


The inevitable correlary of this divergence of 
belief is found in the concept of the mission of 


the Church. If it is a spiritual mission then the | 


primary and predominating work of the Church 
is to preach the unsearchable riches of Jesus 
Christ to men who are lost for all eternity and 
whose only hope lies in faith in that which He 
has done for them. In other words, redemption 
from sin is the message the Church has to bring. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 1, 1948 


But, if the Biblical teaching pameeding man is 
contrary to fact; if man is essentially good but the 
victim of environment, and circumstance; if what 
he needs is primarily the opportunity to make 
good, then the Church will naturally work for re. 
forms which will make possible the achieving of 
happiness, peace, prosperity and health. 


Unfortunately, the line of demarkation in such 
differences of opinion is only too often obscured 
by lesser issues. It is not all black and white. Our 
own judgments are warped and our grasp of things 
is often very limited. That is why we must go 
to the Bible for authority in Christian doctrine 
as well as practice. 


We are not happy, nor do we think many who 
attended the Amsterdam meeting are happy, be- 
cause it must be obvious to an increasing number 
that an ecumenicity which is forced to contain 
viewpoints at radical variance on the very content 
of Christianity itself, is not an ecumenicity which 
can possibly make an impress on a floundering 
and a distraught world. 


Had there come from this meeting a clear and 
unequivocal statement on Christian doctrine the 
outlook would be entirely different. As it is, such 
gatherings will continue to be held and they will 
be regarded hopefully by some, cynically by others 
and disregarded entirely by others. 


Some day the Church may again come to a 
realization that what the world needs and should 
rightfully expect from the Church, is not size or 
— but a clear word—‘“Thus saith the 

ord. 


Might and power have had their innings and 
failed. The work of the Spirit is still God’s oe 


Our China Policy 


It may seem late to point out some of the 
serious mistakes which America has made in her 
China policy but this policy has proven so tragic 
in its effect on the future of Christian work and 
on China as a whole that we at least should seek 
to avoid these mistakes again. 


In the first place—too many Americans accepted 
the evaluation of Chinese Communism given by 
some American writers during the war years. 


Disillusioned by the inefficiency and corruption 
of the Nationalist regime, handicapped by restrict 
tions and often the victims of clever propagands 
by the Communists or their sympathizers, Commt- 
nism in China was pictured as a democratic move 
ment, aimed at the welfare of the masses al 
separate and distinct from Russian Communist 


These men criticized General Chiang for li 
insistance that the Communists were implacable 
foes and his realistic allocation of some Americal 
lend-lease equipment to the inevitable strug! 
with these enemies. 


Many, too, fell for the untrue propaganda thi! 
it was the Communists who were fighting Japa 
The truth of the matter was that the Communis 
never fought the Japanese except to protect ce 
tain areas they had consolidated for their own 0% 
The writer was in the midst of one episode W 
illustrates their tactics. 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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| books 
_honally from the Bible and tend to confuse the 


asking 
| “sciples of John, “Could you tell us, friend, where 
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The New Presbyterian USA Curriculum 
For Sunday Schools 


“Christian Faith And Life—A Program For Church And Home” 
By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


This article appeared in The Sunday School Times, July 3, 1948, and is reprinted 
by the permission of the Editor of The Sunday School Times. The Sunday School 
Times is published weekly by The Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. The subscription price is $2.50 a year. We 
heartily commend The Sunday School Times to our readers. H.B.D. 


In view of the perplexity and genuine con- 
cern among Bible-believing Christians in the 
Presbyterian Church over the “‘New Curriculum,”’ 
the Times is publishing a critical analysis of this 
new course in a series of three articles (originally 
announced as two) by Professor Allis. The series 
is to be reprinted in pamphlet form, and further 
details will be announced later. 

Dr. Allis is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania (A.B.) and Princeton Theological 

Seminary (B.D.), and received the degree of 


M.A. from Princeton University, and Ph.D. from 
the University of Berlin. He taught in the de- 
partment of Semitic Philology at Princeton Semi- 
nary, 1910-1929, was Faculty Editor of the 
Princeton Theological Review; and was for seven 
years professor in the Old Testament depart- 
ment, Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila- 
deiphia. He is now editorial correspondent of 
the Evangelical Quarterly (Edinburgh), and is 
well known as an able and scholarly defender 


of the faith. 


This is the second of this series of articles by Dr, Allis. The first appeared in the November 15th issue 
and the third will appear in the December 15th issue. The whole of the three has been printed in one 
article in booklet form by The Sunday School Times Company and is available at 15c each; $1.25 a 


dozen; $4.00 for fifty; $6.00 per hundred. These prices include postage. You 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


A Critique Of The New 


Curriculum 
Il. Reading Books Conflict With Bible. If the 
reading books —- King, Master, Choice — were 


simply recommended as interesting stories, like 
“Ben Hur,” for example, which are merely col- 
lateral reading, not to be taken too seriously, and 
making on claim to strict accuracy, the question 
of the disagreements between them and the 
Biblical narratives might be regarded as of rela- 
tively minor importance. But when the teachers 
and parents are told that the reading book is 
“unique,” “not a novel but a textbook in story 
form” (The Generatiom, p. 13); and when every 
pupil has a copy of the reading book placed in his 
hands and is given to understand that it is must 
reading, that it is the reading book for the entire 
year, and that the material which it contains is 
woven” into the structure of every lesson; and 
when from week to week he has definite chapters 
assigned to him to “read” or “reread,’’ then the 


question of the assignment of these books with the - 


statements of the Bible becomes a matter of very 
great moment. We are certainly entitled to ex- 
pect that under such conditions the utmost care 


will have been taken to secure complete agreement 


with the Bible. Otherwise, the one will tend to 
discredit the other in the mind of the pupil who 


: follows instructions and checks the statements of 


the reading book by the Scripture references 
Which are given in it. Unfortunately, the reading 
often differ not only markedly but inten- 


pupil quite needlessly. 


ne opening chapter of Master represents An- 
Trew and John as meeting a “stranger’’ (Jesus) 
Him, although they were already 


may order from The 


—H.B.D. 


John the Prophet is baptizing?’’ And later we are 
told that when Jesus was baptized they recognized 
Him as the stranger of whom they had asked the 
question. Yet John 1:29-42 does not suggest that 
they had the slightest contact with Jesus until 
John pointed Him out to them. The only Scripture 
references for this chapter are Matthew 3:1-10, 
13, and Luke 3:10-16. John 1:29-51 is ignored. 
This leads us to observe that of the more than 
100 references to Scripture given in the index to 
Master only 8 are to John. This is surprising. And 
yet it is not surprising to those who know the 
attitude of the critics to this Gospel. King uses this 
Gospel more frequently. But neither King nor 
Master refers to the raising of Lazarus. 


In Master, Jesus’ response to Jairus’ appeal that 
He come and heal his little daughter reads as fol- 
lows: “ ‘We must hurry,’ said Jesus and started 
swiftly toward Capernaum” (p. 77). The Scripture 
reference (Mark 5:21-43) gives no warrant for 
this. When did Jesus ever hurry? Why should He 
hurry now? Was He afraid He might arrive too 
late? Hurry is a factor in the lives of mere men 
which is noticeably absent from the earthly life of 
the God-Man, as it is portrayed in the Gospels. 


In Master we have the author’s account of the 
way in which Jesus settled the dispute among His 
followers as to which should be the greatest. We 
are told that this dispute brought them to “the 
very door of Peter’s house,” that while Jesus was 
speaking ‘‘Peter’s little daughter peeked around 
the edge of the doorway,”’ that Jesus called, ‘““Come 
here, little girl,” and “lifted her to his lap,” that 
Jesus “gently put Peter’s daughter in her father’s 
arms and left the room.” This is the build-up 
story, and the pupil is referred in the index to 
Mark 9:33-41. If the pupil is obedient and turns 
to this passage, in A.V., R.V., or even in R.S.V., 
he finds no statement that the house was Peter’s 
and he reads simply that Jesus took a little “child” 
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and set “him” in the midst of them. Peter’s little 
girl turns out to be a boy. It is, of course, true, 
although most teachers and pupils will not know 
it, that the Greek word for “‘little child” (paidion) 
is a diminutive and is neuter. But such New Trans- 
lations as Weymouth, Ballantine, and Goodspeed 
render by “him,” while Moffatt and Verkuyl 
(Berkeley) have “‘it.’”’ Unless a subsequent issue 
of Counsel explains this difference, the parent or 
teacher of the proverbially bright boy or girl is 
likely to face a quite lively discussion, and an 
utterly needless one—how a little boy became 
Peter’s little girl, or vice versa. This example 
violates the most elementary rules of sound peda- 

We would like to believe that the example just 
given is a slip. We cannot do this because it is 
only one of many examples of the freedom, not 
seldom indicative of a flair for novelty, which is 
sufficiently in evidence to be almost characteristic 
of the way in which the authors of the reading 
books treat the Biblical narratives which their 
books are supposed only to illustrate. Thus, in the 
account of the betrayal in the garden, we are told 
in Master (p. 164) that ‘‘a burly soldier knocked 
Peter backward; he fell heavily and lay still,” 
and that when he “‘came to his senses” he made a 
desperate attempt to overtake the band of soldiers 
which had led Jesus away. The Scripture reference 
(Mark 14:43-50) makes no mention of this, nor 
does it suggest it. What it does tell us is that ‘“‘they 
all forsook Him, and fled.’’ The “all’’ would natur- 
ally include Peter; and the words, “and Peter 
followed Him afar off,’’ do not at all suggest that 
as soon as Peter regained consciousness “he dashed 
headlong through the trees where the soldiers had 
led Jesus” in a desperate effort to overtake them. 
This story, as given in Master, finds no support 
in Choice (p. 110)! 

A method that is used repeatedly in the reading 
books is to ignore, in whole or in part, an incident 
in its proper place and then refer to it later, as it 
were, reminiscently. This makes it easier for the 
author of the reading book to deal freely with the 
incident, curtailing or expanding it as he may 
see fit. The account of the temptation of Jesus 
is omitted at its proper place in Master (p. 18), 
and is introduced much later, being told remin- 
iscently by Jesus when He is forced to rebuke 
Peter for his emphatic repudiation of the an- 
nouncement that his Master is to suffer and die at 
Jerusalem (p. 104f.). It is there called a “vision,” 
and is introduced with the words, “There was a 
time when I was tempted to preach some other 
message.” 


The Transfiguration is treated in the same way. 


We are told (p. 109) that Jesus knocked at the 
door of a room in the inn where He and His dis- 
ciples were stopping, and asked Peter, James, and 
John, “Will you come to pray with Me in the 
mountain?” The beauty of the scene, as they 
“climbed steadily toward the summit of the moun- 
tain” (stated to be Mount Hermon), ‘is briefly 
described. The climb gave an extended view. “As 
Peter looked, he could not keep back his home- 
sickness; on the shore of that misty lake lived his 
wife and children. The flood of sunlight had 
gradually crept down the slope toward them, and 
now the four men (sic!) left its warmth. ‘Let us 
kneel here and pray,’ said Jesus.” That is all, as 
far as the incident itself is concerned, absolutely 
all! Imaginary background has been added, the 
Transfiguration itself has been left out completely, 
and we pass at once to the scene at the foot of 
the mountain. We turn over several pages to 


the beginning of the next chapter (p. 113). There 
Wwe are permitted to overhear a little discussion 
between the three disciples. ‘‘ ‘If John the Baptizey 
really was Elijah,’ exclaimed Peter, ‘then the king. 
dom ought to be very near!’”’ This suggests that 
Peter is comparing John with Elijah because he had 
just seen Elijah on the Mount. But he does not 
say so; and his words need not be taken to mean 
this. Moses is not mentioned at all. The voice 
from the cloud is referred to and John reminds his 
companions that the words, ‘“‘You are my beloved 
Son!” are the same as those uttered at the baptism 
of Jesus. “Only this time we heard the voice too,” 
Peter was mystified and he said so, but ‘James 
and John did not reply. They needed their breath 
because they were climbing a steep hill.”’ This is the 
reminiscence, and the Scripture reference (Mark 
9:2-10) is consequent to it (pp. 1138, 114), and not 
to the incident itself (p. 109). 


Even more striking is the treatment of the 
Crucifixion in Master (pp. 172-174). That awful 
scene which is described in all four of the Gospels 
is completely omitted; and we read of it only in an 
imagined conversation between the ‘“‘two disciples,” 
who on the road to Emmaus pass by Calvary and 
find the cross still there with the title still nailed 
to it. One of them asks the question, “Do you 
think others will be crucified on His _ cross, 
Cleopas?”’ and receives the answer, ‘Perhaps.” 
Elsewhere in this book (p. 20) the crucifixion of 
Judah of Galilee, a leader of the Zealots, is de 
scribed in some detail and it is stated that “all 
the Zealots who had been hiding in the hills were 
crucified with Him.’”’ The suggestion is not far 
distant that the death of Jesus was a heroic 
martyrdom which did not differ essentially from 
that of any (other) true Zealot or true Christian. 


It should not be necessary to point out that if 
the reading books are to be, in any proper sense, 
a safe guide for teacher and pupil in the Bible 
class, they should contain no anachronisms, cer- 
tainly no glaring ones. Otherwise the historical 
setting will be badly out of focus. Yet Choice has 
violated this obvious principle repeatedly. This 
book describes events of A.D. 64. The hero is a 


Jewish boy who is named Clement because “there 


was such a man, and we still have a letter that he 
wrote about A.D. 95” (p. 9). Yet the author of 
Choice is guilty of the absurdity of representing 
the youthful Clement as listening to quotations 
from a letter which the real Clement may have 
written some thirty years later. This is absurd. 
And why, in dealing with the topic, ‘Tests of 
Love,” should a quotation from this letter be given 
instead of a quotation from First Corinthians 13 
upon which it seems clearly to be based? As of 
A.D. 64 a quotation from Paul’s First Epistle to the 
Corinthians would be entirely in order, while # 
quotation from First Clement is a glaring ant 
chronism. Besides this, to quote Paul is to quote 
Scripture. To quote Clement is not. 


III. Bible Loosely and Incorrectly Quoted. If 
it is important that the reading books should be! 
full agreement with the Bible, this principle shoul 
apply especially to those passages where the Bible 
is or appears to be quoted and where referenté 
for these quotations are given in the index. Ut 
fortunately this principle is not observed. Great 
laxity is shown: in quotation, and liberties 
taken for which there is no real justification. 
criticism applies particularly to Choice, which 
many of what appears to be Bible quotations. 


Isaiah 53:7-9 is apparently quoted in full 
112). Examination shows that the words, ‘™ 
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at he 

or of is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a passage reads, “Serve the Lord with fear, lest He 
nting before or is He be angry,” etc. 

tions hot His mouth”’ are left out. e words, ‘‘and who . . . 

surd. out of the land of the living: for the transgression said” Pou '274) 5 “But will 
ts of . my P pe. ys was He stricken” are simply para- warn you whee ye shall fear: Fear Him, which 
wes cot hat after He hath killed hath power to cast into hell; 


yea, I say unto you, Fear Him,” reads in Choice 
as follows, ‘‘Fear Him who is able to destroy both 
body and soul, so that the ruin is total and 
eternal.’”’ The thirty words of A.V. are reduced to 
nineteen. “Fear” occurs three times in the A.V., 
whieh follows the Greek closely, but only once in 


As of ™ Words, “and with the rich in His death” are 
-o the changed to “His tomb with workers of evil.” This 
ile 2 [ast is a purely conjectural change and it is espe- 
ane: cially offensive because it eliminates the prophetic 
quote significance of John 19:38-42. 


Psalm 22 is apparent] uoted in full on pace this paraphrase. Similarly in the quotation of 1 
144 (see P the Corinthians 7:12-15, the twenty-eight words of v. 
be 1M following omissions: v. 1, ‘“‘and from the words of 14 are reduced to eight: “For God has a purpose 
hould my roaring”; vs. 9-138 omitted entirely; in v. 20, in this union” (p. 301). 
Bible wy darling from the power of the dog”; v. 21, Other examples of loose or inaccurate render- 
ences for thou hast heard me from the horns of the ings are: “are eager to give” for “know how 
. Ur rnicorns”; v. 23, “And fear Him, all ye seed of to give’; “your Father” for “your Father who is 
Grea arael”; vs. 25, 26 omitted; vs. 29-31 omitted. Yet in heaven”; “his parents” for “father or mother’; 
sa cys 1S no indication of these omissions in the text “his children” for “son or daughter” (p. 272f.). 
1 hs in the index. : Mark 13:34f. concludes with the words: “It may 
| Psal : be in the evening, at midnight, at dawn, or at 
. ie ie 2 is apparently given in full (p. 152f.). noon” (p. 239) instead of “at even, or at mid- 


tr n vs. 11, 12 the words, “And rejoice with night, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morn- 
“yf ‘Tembling. Kiss the Son,” are eliminated and the ing.” Even R.S.V., which is fond of loose render- 
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ings, has “or in the morning.”’ The author of Choice 
would be hard put to it, we believe, to justify his 
rendering “at noon.’’ But perhaps he does not feel 
that it needs justification. Probably he would say 
that the author of “a textbook in story form’”’ is 
not bound by the ordinary canons of historical 
accuracy. With this we agree. And it is for this 
very reason that we object so seriously to the 
prominent and central place given such storybook 
textbooks in a course of study which is affirmed 
to be “Bible-centered.’’ The very fact that chapter 
and verse are given in the index for the passages 
which are allegedly quoted, sometimes at consider- 
able length, makes it doubly incumbent upon the 
author to quote correctly. Otherwise the student of 
the textbook may easily reach the conclusion that 
an author can have very little regard for the 
words of Scripture who does not hesitate to take 
such liberties with them as is done in these books. 
Or, he may conclude that the text of Scripture 
from which A.V. and R.V. are translated must be 
in very bad condition if such radical changes need 
to be made in it as appear in the reading books. 


In view of this loose treatment of Scripture, 
which is characteristic of the New Curriculum, 
it is not at all surprising that it is being made a 


definite propaganda agency for the recently pub- | 


lished “Revised Standard Version” of the New 
Testament and for other “modern speech” versions. 
Nor is it surprising that the King James Version 
should be lightly esteemed. Thus teacher and 
parent are told that “all junior highs find the King 
James Version of the Bible hard to understand”’ 
(Counsel, p. 27). This statement is far too sweep- 
ing, to say the least. In so far as it is true, it is 
largely due to the lamentable ignorance of the 
Bible in any form which is so marked today among 
both children and adults. But it is not the King 
James Version which is responsible for this tragic 


state of affairs. This version is our greatest Eng-- 


lish classic, and it is today the most popular of all 
versions in English. None of the modern ver- 
sions compare with it for dignity and beauty. 
No educated man can afford to be ignorant of 
it. Most of the blame for this condition lies at the 
door of those who in the name of “scholarship” 
have been, for many decades, sowing the seeds of 
distrust of the Bible, and asserting that cultured 
people cannot believe what the Bible definitely 
teaches and that it can be made acceptable to the 
“modern mind” only by radical revision and recon- 
struction. 


IV Unscriptural Simplifications. Since the lesson 
courses of the New Curriculum are 
group-graded, it is to be expected that the teach- 
ing will begin simply and become gradually more 
adequate and complete. But simplification of the 
Gospel message for children ought never to in- 
volve misrepresentation of fact. The child of Junior 
age is told: ‘‘Whether the story has been told to 
you, as in ‘The Young Man with a Daring Drean,’ 
or you are reading it in ‘The King Nobody Wanted’ 
and in the words of the Bible, you are sure to dis- 
cover one fact: Jesus had a job to do, and He 
did it. He gave His whole life to doing exactly 
what He knew God wanted of Him; He was a good 
citizen of God’s Kingdom” (Junior Workbook, 
p. 4). This is not a mere simplification of truth 
for children of nine to eleven years old; it is a 
dangerous misstatement or perversion of it. In a 
kingdom there are not citizens but subjects; and 
Jesus was neither citizen nor subject—He was and 
is King. He did not come as a citizen-prophet to 
preach a Kingdom in which He would set an ex- 
ample of good citizenship. To give such an im- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


carefully 


Dec. 1, 1948 


but the future holds no financial worries 
when you have an American Bible So- 
ciety Annual Agreement. 


In the more than 100 years the American Bible So- 
ciety has operated its Annuity Agreement Plan, it 
has met and triumphed over every world condition 
—depression, inflation, deflation, civil strife, world 
war. For no matter what conditions prevail, pay- 


. ments as high as 7% are sent out promptly twice a 


year without fail, bringing financial security and 
longer life to thousands. 

Let us tell you of this remarkable plan which has 
worked so long without a single loss to any annuity 
holder—and which entitles you to certain tax ex- 
emptions. In addition to peace of mind, you also 
enjoy the satisfaction of helping in the world-wide 
distribution of the Bible. : 

Send for the interesting booklet, ‘‘A Gift That 
Lives,” which tells how you can give and receive 
generously at the same time. 


AN 


INCOME 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! Assureo 


— — — 


| American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, 
| New York 22, New York. : | 


| (1) Please send me, without obligation, your| 
booklet PJ-8 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 

| I enclose $_ for the world-wide distri-| 
| bution of the Scriptures. , | 
Name | —| 


| Address__ 


pression is dangerously false. It is not Scriptural: 
it is the social gospel. 

“The Young Man with a Daring Dream,” 3 
story told in “Kingdom of Love,” by Blanche Cat 
rier, is reprinted in full in Discovery (see Pp. 2): 
The young man is, of course, Jesus. But there 
not a word in it about Jesus as the Saviour 0 
sinners. His death is simply the tragically hero 


fate of one who was utterly faithful to the procls 


mation by word and deed of a kingdom which tie 
Jews and especially their leaders did not wall 
He proved “that He was right” by praying, “Fath- 
er, forgive them. They do not understand what 
they are doing.’? He is represented as “the »0 
of God,” as a perfect example for men. But. 

Saviourhood is completely ignored. Are not Juno 


lt 


Kin 
Of Jes 


4 
nd 
: : SESS ES 
| ity State | old e 
¢ 
‘ 
I h 
alth | 
Whil 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


For more CHRISTIANITY in Christmas! 


GIVE BIBLE STORYTIME RECORDS AND BOOKS 


Here is a vast fund of interesting, helpful, instructive Biblical material 
you'll want for children. Big sellers, all of them. 


of three, 


Bible Storytime Records, Unbreakable 


For the first time, favorite Bible stories and songs 
on full-color PICTURE records; child size, child 
appeal. One volume Old Testament, one New; each 
with 4 Bible stories and 2 song stories on 3 
records, 


Each volume, incl. Fed. Tax. ...ceece $1 05 


Bible Visualized Box Sets 


Amazing sales continue; nearly 2 million sold. 
Fascinating, reverent, Biblical; appeal to every 
age. Each book contains 48 pages, or in each box 
144 pages, 675 full-color continuity 
pictures. Life of Christ Visualized and New Testa- 
ment Stories Visualized. 


Box of 3 books. 
Christmas Special...Both Box Sets for only $2.25 


Standard Bible Story Readers 


Beautiful, full-color, popular, Biblical! Best-loved 
Biblical stories, Old and 
and poems. Carefully graded to fit ages of chil- 
dren up to 10, 144 pages each book, blue cloth 


New Testaments, prayers 


binding. 
Christmas Special. .... Set of 5 Books only $5.00 


AT YOUR BOOK STORE, or 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


_ old enough to learn that “Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures’? To Jew and Greek 
the preaching of the Cross is an offense, to them 
that are saved (Juniors included) it is the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. 


| King gives the following account of the close 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry: 


On this day Jesus appeared to them outside 
Jerusalem, and said: 


“All power has been given to Me in heaven 


and earth. I am Lord and King of all men. Go > 


and tell people of every nation about Me, 
80 that they may believe in Me. Baptize every- 
body in My name. Teach them everything that 

have taught you. You will not be alone, for 


although you do not see Me,.I shall be with 
you always.” 


Then Jesus said to them: “Wait a little 


- While, Wait in Jerusalem, and some day soon 


you will know that the time has come to go 
out and preach. God will give you the power 
to make other people believe in Me as their 
Saviour. You will tell about Me in Jerusalem, > 
and in the country all around; in Samaria, and 
in the farthest parts of the earth.”’ 


He lifted up His hands, and blessed them. 
And as He blessed them, a cloud covered Him, 
and they did not see Him any more. 


Jesus had gone home to His Father. 


They stared up into the sky, where He 
seemed to have gone. As they looked, they 
heard voices saying: 


“You men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up into the sky? The Lord Jesus will 
come again” (p. 1865). 


The above is clearly to be understood as an account 
of the ascension of Jesus. “On this day Jesus ap- 
peared to them outside Jerusalem” indicates this 
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(Luke 24:50f.; Acts 1:4, 12). Yet the words of 
Jesus which are first introduced, “All power,” 
ete., are from the great commission (Matt. 28:16- 
20), which was given on a mountain in Galilee. 
Note also how the statements of Scripture are 
modified. “. . as they were looking, He was 
taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight”? becomes, ‘‘And as He blessed them, a cloud 
covered Him, and they did not see Him any more 
. .. They stared up into the sky, where He seemed 
to have gone.”’ Why ‘‘seemed’’? And why are the 
“two men’”’ who stood by in white apparel changed 
into “‘voices’? It seems as if the author of King 
would like to represent the ascension into Heaven 
simply as a disappearance from earth. Where is it 
stated in the New Testament that the disciples were 
to be given power “to make their people believe” 
in Jesus as their Saviour? Note finally that, ac- 
cording to Matthew 28:19, Jesus used the words, 
“baptizing them in (R.V., ‘into’) the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”’ 
This is toned down to, ‘‘Baptize everybody in My 
name.” This may be primarily intended merely 
as a simplification for Juniors. But back of it, in 
all probability, lies the fact that radical critics do 
not consider the words of Matthew “authentic” as 
an utterance of the risen Christ. They hold that 
the “‘process of deification’”’ of Jesus took place 
gradually, and that we are not justified in regard- 
ing the “Trinitarian formula” as an actual utter- 
ance of Jesus (cf. Burrows, “Outline of Biblical 
Theology,” pp. 80, 112, a book published by the 
Westminster Press). Matthew 28:18, 19 definitely 
records this statement as uttered by Jesus. The 
correctness of the text is unquestionable. But 
critical scholarship rejects it, and this negative 
attitude seems to be reflected in the story-reading 
book version given above. 


The following statements can hardly be called 
simplifications of Bible truth, but they are cer- 
tainly dangerously inadequate or incorrect. “God 
seeks above everything else to deflate men’s com- 
placency and self-sufficiency’? (Choice, p. 125) 
is certainly a very inadequate statement of the 
Gospel of grace, which is so simply stated in 
John 3:16. The meaning of discipleship is more 
than “total commitment to Jesus’ purpose and 
work” (Counsel, p. 41). Jesus sought first of all 
to relate men to His person as Saviour. Devotion 
to His purpose and work will follow. Jesus said, 
“Follow Me.” Why should this be changed to 
“follow along My road’’? (Choice, p. 184). “We 
disciples know that God has visited us in the form 
of Jesus” (Choice, p. 106) is an ambiguous state- 
ment, to say the least. When John hesitated to 
baptize Jesus, we are told that Jesus insisted, say- 
ing, “‘We shall all be baptized together into a new 
life’ (King, p. 52). Elsewhere we read, “. . . Jesus 
Himself, our Messiah, came and was baptized by 
John, entering the road of repentance” (Choice, 
p. 93). These statements seem to imply that for 
Jesus, the sinless Son of God, baptism meant just 
what it meant for those who came and were bap- 
tized of John in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
It is not true that in Jesus “repentance was per- 
fect”? (Choice, p. 198). Repentance means much 
more than humility or a change of purpose. It has 
a definite relation to sin. 


The centurian who stood by the cross is rep- 
resented as giving this account of the death of 
Christ, as he recalled it after many years: ‘Yes,”’ 
he replied, “there was something curious about 
Him. He seemed so harmless. He was quiet and 
gentle, treating us as if we were His friends. Most 
victims, of course, start screaming and swearing 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 1, 1948 


STORIES 
WHAT is America’s most popu- 


lar radio hymn? 
LOVE WHICH of blind Fanny Crosby's 
NAS. 


8000 hymns is best known? 
Cecilia 


WHO was this writer: ‘His Pen 
M 
arqoret 
Rudin 
| 


{ \ Soldiers” first sung? 

he inspiring story behind 400 
of Authentic -..Vividly 
ALA written.A oy toown—and togive! Beau- 
(AG tiful printing and binding. Price $1.25. 


Order from your church supply house or write direct 


PANY INC. 
JOHN RUDIN & COMPAR 


was tipped with flame”? _ 
WHERE was ‘Onward Christian 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 
AND TABLES 


IN STEEL OR WOOD 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 
J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT R-20 SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


—— 


in rage and hatred. This one accepted death $0 
naturally that we were all amazed” (Choice, } 
77). Here what the centurion actually said, 4s 
corded in three Gospels, is omitted, and recall’ 
tions and impressions, which are not recorded, a 
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usually it would have been much better if 
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Cigars, Cigarets - Pipe Tobacco 
Preachers And Elders 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Elder In First Presbyterian Church 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


“A cigar never looks quite so long as when 
sticking out of the front end of a preacher’s 
head.” This remark, worded as you see it, was 


- often made by a prominent Mississippi contractor, 
' aclose, personal friend of mine in Christian work, 
' who went Home to live with our Lord not very 


long ago. This eontractor had been a drunkard 


for many years, and he had taken the Keeley 
' Cure several times without any lasting effect. Dur- 
_ ing this period of his life he habitually smoked 
a box of cigars every two days. After his con- 
_ version at a great city-wide revival held in 1922 in 
_ Jackson, Mississippi, he suddenly stopped drinking. 
And soon thereafter he stopped smoking—he felt 
_ that it was not the Lord’s will for a Christian to 


_ Many of us Christian laymen share that con- 
' viction. And, frankly, we are not over-impressed 
| by a cigared ministry. | 


' Is this viewpoint one which is held only by Con- 
» Servative hair-splitters in this day of ever-present 
» tobacco smoke? No, it is held by many of the 
' Modernists, too. For instance, Dr. E. Stanley 
» Jones, that widely-known Liberal, in his volume 
_ entitled Abundant Living (Abingdon-Cokesbury 
_ Press, Nashville) writes: “We must now turn 


_ ‘0 another unnatural desire and ask whether it — 


_ has any place in the life of a disciplined Chris- 


ff ‘an—the use of tobacco. We are about due for 


_ 4 reaction against tobacco. The time is ripe, for 
_ We have been propagandized until we are thinking 
_ that to use tobacco was the only thing to do, for 
| everybody was using it. Now the reaction is begin- 


_ lng to set in, for we are finding out that chain- 


Smoking, chain-drinking, and chain-living are 
| undermining the health of America. ‘Ah,’ you 


_ Say, with a sigh of relief, ‘that lets me out, for I 
_ 80 in for moderation; I am not yet in the chain 


» Sang.’ But wait a moment. The doctors are telling 
| us of the effect of all smoking, and the mounting 
evidence js startling.” 


F Some of the doctors who have given testimony 
the rung the ill effects of smoking are among 
| “le ablest medical authorities that this country has 


yet produced. For instance, Dr. W. J. Mayo, of 
the Mayo Clinic, once stated at a dinner party: 
“Gentlemen, it is customary to pass around cigars 
after dinner, but I shall not do it. I do not 
smoke, and I do not approve of smoking. If you 
will notice, the practice is going out among the 
ablest surgeons, the men at the top. No surgeon 
can afford to smoke.” And in August of 1948, 
Dr. Alton Ochsner, of Ochsner’s Clinic in New 
Orleans (often referred to as the “Mayo Clinic 
of the South’), told the Rocky Mountain Cancer 
Conference at Denver that he has found in the 
past twenty years “that the incidence of cancer 
of the lung has soared upward in a line parallel 
with that of the cigaret sales chart... There is 
no conclusive proof that smoking causes cancer 
of the lung. But I’ll tell you this: I don’t smoke. 
I’m afraid to.” 


If the effects of smoking are as harmful to the 
human body (which is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you) as these eminent phy- 
sicians have indicated, then there may be some- 
thing more than mere levity in that humorous 
definition which states that “a cigaret is a long, 
round, white thing, with a fire on one end and a 
fool on the other.” 


Not only is smoking harmful to the body, but 
it is also injurious to the testimony of a born- 
again Christian; and it is especially harmful to 
the example and to the influence of a Christian 
minister. Dr. William Evans, Ph.D., D.D., that fine 


- Bible teacher from Los Angeles, in his splendid 


little book, The Christian: His Creed and Conduct 
(Moody Press, Chicago), gives an example in 
point. He states that one day a young man called 
upon his minister; this young man said that he 
had become a Christian one year earlier, and that 
recently his conscience had been bothering him 
about his use of tobacco. His pastor told him that 
if his conscience troubled him about the matter 
and convinced him that it was wrong, then it was 
wrong and sinful for him to continue its use. 

Dr. Evans then continues: ‘Under the advice of 
the pastor, the young man, there and then, sur- 
rendered this habit of years to Christ, and empty- 
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ing his pockets of cigars and cigarettes, he cast 
them away. 

“A few minutes after this the pastor and this 
young man were walking down the street and, 
passing a church, they saw a company of men com- 


ing out of the church. Among them was a preacher | 


known to both this young man and the pastor. On 
coming out of the church this preacher struck a 
match and lighted a cigar, and walked away puff- 
ing the smoke vigorously from his cigar. 


“See there’, said this young man who had just 
made the surrender of the thing which had brought 
his conscience into bondage, ‘there’s a preacher 
smoking; if he can do it, why can’t I? And I am 
going to do it.’ He turned away from the pastor 
and from the church, too; for he gave up the 
Christian life after that. 


“Now while we may say that that young man 
was foolish in taking any man for his example, 
and that the preacher may have had a perfectly 
clear conscience about the matter of smoking, we 
cannot blind ourselves to the fact that the preach- 
er’s example meant the ruin of that young man. 
That is what the Apostle meant when he said, 
‘And through thy knowledge, the weaker brother 
perish, for whom Christ died.’ And when we so sin 
against our brother we sin against Christ. What 
influence do your pleasures have upon those with 
whom you come in contact?” 


Can any Christian minister afford to use tobac- 
co, in view of its effect upon his influence? Can 
any claim that indulgence in this habit does not 


harm him both as a pastor and as a preacher? Im- 


mediately, of course, some will give that usual re- 
ply: “Well, Spurgeon smoked.” Yes, and King 
David committed adultery. But why emulate either 
in his weakness? 


I realize that many good Christians smoke. In 
that connection, let me again quote from Abundant 
Living, by Dr. E. Stanley Jones (even though I 
can not at all agree with him on many important 
points of doctrine): ‘“‘It would have been easier for 
me to have left out this section on the use of 
tobacco, for many of my friends smoke, and they 
are Christians, too. I do not doubt for a moment 
their sincerity and their piety; so it would have 
been easier to skip around this subject and let 
it alone—easier and more deadly. For the future 
of the world is jn the hands of disciplined people. 
The user of tobacco is undisciplined.” 


Now suppose that a Christian has unthinkingly 
drifted into the tobacco habit, and becomes con- 
vinced that he should break the habit, what can be 
done? That fine, British layman, Captain Reginald 
Wallis, who served with the London Regiment in 
France in World War I, and who later did such 
a fine Christian work among young people, gives 
the answer clearly in his admirable little book 
entitled The New Man (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible 
Truth Depot, New York City). He states: ‘For 
many years I was a smoker. As a professing Chris- 
tian I was never proud of the habit, but was 
rather conscious of a sense of shame when I 
rubbed up against other ‘out-and-out’ Christians, 
in whose lives I myself would have regarded the 
cigarette or pipe as utterly inconsistent. But if so 
.for them, why not for me? The fact is, I was not 
prepared at that time to go all the way for the 
Lord. I smoked for the same reason that every- 
body smokes, just because I liked the habit and 
wanted to! I was conscious that it was a hindrance 
to my testimony, and a weight in my life which 
thwarted spiritual progress and the fulness of joy. 


KING COLLEGE 


Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducationa]. 
Presbyterian. Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sej- 
ences. Business. Education. Four types of Schol- 
arships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) 
Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative. Examination 
for Competitive Scholarships ($1000 and $1500) 
are held in February. For information and cat. 
alog write Pres. R. T. L. Liston, Box “J,” Bris. 
tol, Tenn. Second Semester Begins Jan. 24, 1949, 
Limited number of places open for qualified 
students. 


“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 


Los Angeles 138, California.”’ 


One morning the Lord spoke very clearly to me 
about it on a railway journey. I remember I was 
alone in the compartment, and the Lord tested my 
willingness to let this thing go for His sake. ] 
told the Lord I could not give it up of myself, 
but that I was willing never to smoke again if He 
would deal with the desire within. I refused to try 
and suppress it, or to give it up merely for the 
sake of doing so, because that would have left 


me hard and cold, as well as resulting in a tussle 


which could never have issued in real victory. 
The Lord knew my desire and did a blessed 
thing in my heart that morning. Immediately | 
surrendered for His sake, that He might have the 
pre-eminence in all things, a great joy burst in 
upon my spirit, and I can honestly say that from 
that day to this I have never even desired to smoke. 
So far as I can remember I fell on my knees in 


that railway carriage, and the Lord and I entered. 


into a solemn contract that day about tobacco 
which, by His grace, has never been broken. Dur- 
ing the past few years it has been my privilege 
to help many young men into the only way of 
victory over this enslaving habit, and the bells 
have rung in my heart to see a large quantity 
of tobacco, cigarettes, holders, pouches, and pipes 
effectively baptized with fire. They burn well in 
a fireplace!’’ 


If you are a Christian minister and you smoke, 
and you desire for Christ’s sake to win a complete 
victory over the tobacco habit, why not follow 
the method which Captain Wallis used in his ow 
case? 


Everything that has been said in the preceeding 
paragraphs about Christian ministers and the us 
of tobacco applies with equal force, of course, 1 
Presbyterian elders and their use of tobacco. 


Nothing at all is said here about the use 
tobacco by the Presbyterian deacons, and by tit 
Presbyterian men who are not church officers, and 
- the ladies and young people in our denomins 
ion. 


Why mention tobacco to the deacons and to the 
rank-and-file of the Presbyterians, when so malty 
of the preachers and the elders (who are SUP 
posed to be the spiritual leaders of the Presby: 
terian Church) are not themselves attempting " 
toe the mark? 
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the light of final judgment according to the Bible? 


This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor, reveals his con- 
clusions after extensive study of atomic physics, ancient and 
modern philosophies and theories as related to Biblical teachings 


HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY AFFECT YOU ... ix 
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and prophecies. 


herefore Stand 


. 


This book has a profound meaning for all Christianity. 
other books by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
The ———— of Christ 


Profitable Bible Study 
Published by W. A. WILDE CO., Boston, Mass. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Dec. 19: Good News 
In The Bible (Christmas) 


Scripture: Matthew 1:18-2:12; Mark 1:1-11; 
Luke 2:1-20. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7. 


“What is the news today? The old news, and the 
best news in all the world: Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.”’ 


This “Good News” was first proclaimed in the 
Garden of Eden when God promised that the Seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head, 
and the Messianic Promises became clearer and 
more specific as the centuries rolled by. 


The Book of Isaiah is full of Good News. We 
have one of these glorious promises in our De- 
votional Reading—one of the most familiar and 
comprehensive. Let us glance at some of the bless- 
ings included in this passage. The world which 
is in “gross darkness” is to see (1) a great Light, 
(2) great Joy, like the joy of harvest, (3) 
freedom from the oppressor, (4) Justice, (5) 
Peace. These are to come through the birth of a 
Child upon whose shoulders shall rest the govern- 
ment of the world,’”’ and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


Here is indeed the Emancipation Proclamation 
for a world of slaves—held down under the great 
slave master, Satan. “If the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed,’ said the Messiah 
When He came, and in His sermon at Nazareth 


He proclaimed Himself as the One Who should give 
deliverance to the captives, quoting from this - 


same prophet, Isaiah. 
a The Child Who is the King: Matthew 1:18- 


1. The Virgin Birth: 1:18-25. is so clearly re- 
vealed to us in this selection, in Luke, and in many 
other places, that we cannot see how anyone 
Who believes the Bible to be the Word of God, can 
“a doubts concerning it. The prophecy from 
salah 7:14 is quoted as a proof text. 


And yet we have preachers today who do not 
consider this an essential doctrine, or fully believe 


it. Have these men ever thought through all that 
this doubt implies? What is more natural than 
the simple explanation given by Matthew and 
Luke? How else could the Incarnation have taken 
place? What better way can these men imagine? 
‘“Tmmanuel,” God with us, in His name, and how 
could God be with us, one of us, in a more simple 
and effective way? Those who stumble here are 
apt to stumble at any supernatural event in the 
Bible. This teaching is fundamental. It is a part 
of the Apostles’ Creed and of all the great Creeds 
of the Church. The Unitarian Leaven is at the 
bottom of all such unbelief. 


2. The Expected King: Matthew 2:1-12. Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews? These men 
from the East had the vision and the wisdom 
which comes down from above. We have seen His 
Star. The Scripture compares Him to a Star. For 
these men who were “star-gazers’”’ this was a most 
fitting guide. They are a foretaste of the multi- 
tudes who should come from the East, West, North, 
and South, seeking the King, and sitting down 
with Him at the wedding feast. 


3. It is interesting to compare these verses 
from Matthew with the account given in our De- 
votional Reading and see how Prophecy and Ful- 
fillment fit into each other. Both are pictures 
of a “Child,” and of a King.” 


II. Preparation for His Coming: Mark 1:1-11. 


1. The People Prepared: Preaching of John the 
Baptist.” The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.”” Mark does not go back, as Matthew and 
Luke do, to the birth of the Savior, but enters 


immediately into His active ministry. 


John began the proclamation of the “Good 
News,” calling upon the people “prepare the way’’ 
by genuine Repentance. When kings travelled 
roads had to be repaired, the crooked places made 
straight, the rough places, smooth, the valleys 
filled up, and the hills levelled down. 


So, when the Messiah is coming, the hearts and 
minds of men must be made ready for His coming. 
This was done through the preaching of this 
mighty man of God, who came in the spirit of 
Elijah and resembled that prophet in many ways. 
John was a spectacular figure with a plain, heart- 
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searching message. His preaching produced resvlts 
in the multitudes who came to hear him. He 
claimed to be only a ‘“‘voice in the wilderness,’’ 
calling men to repentance and faith in the Coming 
One Who should baptize with the Holy Spirit. He 
recognized the Messiah when He came and pointed 
to Him as the Lamb of God Who should take 
away the sins of the world. 


2. Preparation of the Messiah for His Ministry. 
There was first of all His Baptism. He came to 
fulfill all righteousness, not that He had any sins 
to be repented of, and submitted to water baptism 
by John. His real baptism took place as He came 
from the water when the Holy Spirit came upon 
Him in the form of a dove, and the voice of His 
Father was heard acknowledging Him as His only 
begotten Son. We have all three persons of the 
God-head present when He, the Son, was baptized. 


There followed His Temptation in the wilderness 
where He fought and conquered Satan. 


Everything was now ready for His active min- 
istry and He begins it by calling upon all to Re- 
pent and Believe the Gospel—Good News. Why 
is it so hard for people to “Believe the Good 
News’? We have plenty of Bad News, and we ac- 
cept it without doubts; but when we hear the best 
news that sinners can hear, we are unbelieving 
and skeptical. 


III. Good Tidings of Great Joy: Luke 2:1-20. 


1. The Birth of the Savior: Luke 2:1-7. Luke, 
more even than Matthew, goes into the particu- 
lars concerning the birth of the Savior. He traces 
the course of all things from the first, telling 


us of the birth of John, the annunciation of. 


Mary, her song of praise, and the song of Zacharias 
when John was born. He describes the journey of 
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, and the reason 
for their coming. Jesus is born in a stable and laid 
in a manger, because there is no room in the inn, 
furnishing the poets and artists of all ages their 
most touching themes. As John says, He was in the 
world and the world knew Him not; He came unto 


His own, and His own received Him not, BUT, — 


as many as received Him to them gave He the 
right to become the sons of God, even to those 
that believe on His name. 


And there were some who believed, as we see 
from our lesson. 


2. The Announcement to the Shepherds: Luke 
2 :8-14. 
“Good Tidings of great Joy’’. This is one of 


God’s “Special Delivery” messages, sent by angels: 


the other two were the announcement of His 
Resurrection and His Second Coming. This is in- 
deed the best news that has ever come from 
Heaven, and it was most fittingly brought by 
the angels, God’s messengers in times of emer- 
gency and importance. A Savior is what this world 
needs. Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins, the angel 
had said to Mary. The Old Testament Joshua 
(Jesus) was the savior of Israel; the New Testa- 
ment Joshua—even JESUS—is the Savior of all 
who will believe. 


“Glory to God in the highest.’’ Nothing that 
God has done or made will bring as much “Glory” 
to Him as Salvation of sinners by the sacrifice 
of Himself. Now, said Jesus, just before His death, 
is My Father glorified. 


The Synod of North Carolina, meeting in 
Montreat, September 8, 19, 1948, passed the 
following:. “That Synod recommend to 
churches and individuals the Presbyterian 
Junior College in its effort to secure $50,- 
000.00 to aid in its repair and building pro- 
gram.”’ 


Your gifts may be counted as a contribu- 
tion under income tax regulations. Help build 
the Kingdom of God through Christian Edu- 
cation. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
P. O. Box B-9 Maxton, N. C. 


“Peace on earth.” “He is our peace,” and 
every troubled and sin-stained soul can find peace 
through believing in Him. The day is surely 
coming when the Prince of Peace shall reign and 
rule. 


3. The Visit of the Shepherds: Luke 2:15-20. 


The Shepherds were as wise as the wise men 
from the East: they said, ‘“‘Let us go and see.” 
Jesus’ earnest invitation to all is, “‘come and see.” 
It is not sufficient to ‘‘hear’’ Good News. We 
should follow the hearing by a personal “‘coming.” 
Real faith, as someone says, will ‘‘do something 
about it.” 


They did something about it; they came and 
-_ Then they went back glorifying and praising 
God. 


May we, today, go, and do likewise, and make 
this a Real Christmas! 


Lesson For Dec. 26: Apocalyptic 
Literature In The Bible 


Scripture: Daniel 7; Revelation 1; 4:8b, ll; 
11:15b; 15:3b-4; 21-22. Devotional Reading: 
Revelation 7:9-17. 


Our beautiful selection from Revelation 7:9-17 
is one of those scenes around the throne of God 
that are calculated to make us ‘‘Homesick for 
Heaven,” or for the glorious time when God's 
great plan for the salvation and glorification of 
His people has been completed. 


“Who are these people, and where did they 
come from,” this great multitude which no man 
can number, who are so blessed and happy? They 
are God’s saved sinners gathered from every na 
tion and people and tongue under heaven. They 
are those who have come out of great tribulation; 
they have had a great cleansing, for they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb; they are perfectly satisfied 
now as they shout and sing praises to God an 
the Lamb. 


Our two samples of Apocalyptic Literature ar¢ 
very naturally taken from Daniel and Revelation. 


I. The Kingdom Vision: Daniel 7. 


1. The Temporary and Changing World Kins: 
doms. This is the familiar vision which came 1 
Daniel of the future history of the world down ‘0 
the coming of the Messiah. It is the Vision of the 
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r Beasts. (It is very significant, this symbol- 
of Beasts, for the nations of the world. Even 
today we have these symbols of beasts and birds. 
Do not all nations exhibit the characteristics of 
beasts to some degree? Even where Christianity 
has had its wholesome influence we find remnants 
of the old beastly instincts and desires.) 


The first Beast was like a lion and had eagles’ 
wings. He saw the wings plucked and it was made 
to stand upon the earth like a man. 


The second Beast was like a bear. It had three 
ribs in its mouth, and they said, Arise, devour 
much flesh. : 


The third was like a Leopard with four wings 
and four heads, and dominion was given it. 


The Fourth, dreadful and terrible and strong 
exceedingly with great iron teeth, is diverse from 
the others, with ten horns. 


The Interpretation. These four beasts are four 
kings arising one after the other: Babylon, the 
Lion; Medo-Persia, the Bear; Greece, under Alex- 
ander, the Leopard; Rome, the terrible Beast with 
ten horns. The ten horns are ten kings, and 
another shall arise and shall be diverse from the 
first and shall subdue three kings. He shall speak 
great words against the Most High, but shall be 
destroyed in judgment. ie 


2. The Everlasting Kingdom. The Ancient of 
Days comes and the dominion and power and 


glory shall be His; even all the kingdoms of the 


world. 


(Again compare with the dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar where the Stone cut out without hands 
strikes the image and overthrows it. Both these 
visions are dealing with the same events under 
different symbolism). 


These visions are reassuring and strengthening 
to God’s often persecuted people. Nations are 
still beastly in nature and practice, snapping and 
snarling at each other, selfish and greedy and 
oppressive. We have passed through two great 
World Wars and seem to be on the verge of 
another. Surely the time is drawing near when 
the glorious part of these dreams shall be ful- 
filled, when the Ancient of Days will come, when 
the judgment of the world shall be set and the 
triumph of the Kingdom assured. It is not amiss 
that our Confession of Faith closes as the Bible 


does, with the prayer, Even so, come Lord Jesus. 


Do we not all long for this blessed event? 


II. Visions of the King and Kingdom in Revela- 
tion. Revelation is the “unveiling of the Coming 
One.” Christ was veiled in human flesh during 
the days of His humiliation. Only once did the 
heavenly nature break through the veil—on the 
aoe of Transfiguration when they beheld His 
glory. 


Chapter 1: The Vision of the Son of Man. John 
ad been exiled to Patmos and it is on this island 
that he sees these glorious visions which are 


-Tecorded in the Book of Revelation. 


Notice the similarity between this vision of the 
on of Man and in Daniel 7. He stands here in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks (lamp 
stands)—the seven churches, holding the seven 
stars—angels of the churches—in His hand. 


In the vision of Daniel He is the King; here 
He is the Great Head of the Church, with eyes 
ike a flame of fire, as He stands in the midst of 


the churches. He sends Seven Letters to the 
Seven Churches; letters which ought to be read 
and studied far more than they are, for they 
would reveal, as in a mirror, the condition of the 
Church today. ‘‘He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Is it not a 
very significant fact that these letters are so 
largely neglected? If they were read and heeded 
would there not be a glorious Revival in the 
Church? 


We could easily, and most profitably, spend all 
our time and space on a discussion of these epistles, 
or even one of them. 


Chapter 4:8b,11: The Throne Vision. These 
verses form a part of the “Throne Vision” in 
Chapter 4. “‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I 
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,” says Isaiah; 
so John an exile on Patmos is given this glimpse 
of the Glory and Majesty of the Lord. “God is 
the Ruler yet.” His Holiness, Eternity, Glory, 
Power, and Honor, as Creator of all things is a 
sure guarantee that His plan for the world will 


_ be consummated. 


Chapter 11:15b: The Kingdom and the King. 
This is similar to the visions of Daniel. The king- 
doms of this world are become the Kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for- 
ever and ever. Thy Kingdom is an everlasting 
Kingdom, says the Psalmist; behold I have set My 
King upon My holy hill of Zion. Psalm 2 is a good 
commentary on this scene. How the nations of 
the world gather together and take council say- 
ing, we will not have this Man to reign over us. 
The Lord shall laugh. How foolish, how ridiculous, 
is many a gathering of nations! Do any of our 
World Conferences ever consider the World King? 
Do they not rather take the attitude described in 
this Psalm? They partition the World; they plan 
for its government: if they would fall down and 
worship and ask for His guidance, acknowledging 
His supremacy, would not far more be accom- 
plished? 

Chapter 15:3b-4: The King of Saints. The Song 
of Moses and the Song of the Lamb will be sung, 
and the burden of the song will be the great and 
marvellous works of the Lord God Almighty, His 
just and true ways, the holiness of His character, 
the worship due Him, and His Judgments which 
are made manifest. What tremendous things about 
which to sing! What a fitting Name for Him: 
“The King of Saints’! 


Chapters 21-22: The Home of God’s Redeemed 
People. These chapters form a glorious ending to 
a glorious Book. The Bible begins with a Home 
in Eden and ends with a Home Eternal: the Para- 
dise which was lost through Adam is regained 
through Christ. 


1. A new heaven and a new earth. The old earth 
is full of sin. It has to be purified by fire and a 
new earth made which will be a fit place for 
new men. This corresponds to many such pictures 
in the Bible, especially in Isaiah. | 


2. New Jerusalem: Jerusalem is a symbol for 
the City of God. The Jerusalem of the Jew had 
its sin and shame; this city is without sin. Old 


Jerusalem had its sorrows and tears; this Jeru- 


salem has no tears. The earthly Jerusalem had 
its pain and suffering; here there is no pain. 


3. All Things new: 4. The Pure River of Water 
of Life. The Great Invitation: We wish we had 
space to speak of these wonderful subjects: read 


and study them until your heart burns! 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For December 
Dec. 19: Walk In The Light 


Introduction 


This Sunday is the Sunday before Christmas. 
During the week in song and pageant and sermon 
we shall again see the three Wise Men as they 
brought their gifts to the babe of Bethlehem. Ever 
since that day all of us who love Him have wanted 
to bring our gold, frankincense and myrrh to the 
Christ of Bethlehem. 


This program is designed to remind us of what 
Wwe can give to Him as our gifts of love. The fol- 
lowing Scripture Lesson outline is suggestive: 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
I Present My Body: Romans 12:1-2. 
2. I Present My Mind: Luke 10:27. 


3. I Present My Abilities: Corinthians (1) 6:- 
19-20. 


I Present My Influence: Romans 14:11-13. 
I Present My Money: Corinthians (2) 9:6-7. 


Suggestions 


Follow the Presbyterian Youth program but 
work on the scriptural exhortations to remind 
you what we can do for Him who did so much 


for us. | 
* 


Dec. 26: In Hope That Sends A Shining Ray 


Introduction 


We are now coming to the end of the year 1948. 
The year 1949 will take us well into the Atomic 
Age. Where will we head? We know that ultimately 
all the kingdoms of the world shall become the 
kingdom of our Lord the Christ and He shall reign 
forever. But what dangers and opportunities 1949 
will bring, none of us can say, but we can go into 
1949 with the assurance of the psalmist as he 
gives you the testimony in the Scripture Lesson. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Psalm 91 
1. Divine Fellowship: Verses 1-2. 
2. Divine Protection: Verses 3-14. 


3. Divine Deliverance: Verses 15-16. (a) Through 
answered prayer: Verse 15a. (b) Through divine 
presence: Verse 15b. (c) With long life: Verse 
16a. (d) With Salvation: Verse 16b. 


Suggestions 


Use the program outline in Presbyterian Youth, 
but, be sure to work in a study of Psalm 91, re- 
membering that the condition of fellowship must 
be made if divine, protection, deliverance and 
guidance will be enjoyed. 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 

RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 

Church Furniture - Stoles 

Embroideries - Vestments 

=~» Hangings - Communion 
Sets - Altar Brass Goods 
CATALOG ON REQUEST | 
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Bible Markers — 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
ng 
1837 Years Of Service 1948 
To The Church And Clergy 
cCOx SONS & VINING, Iac. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


Your GIFTS 


and for Yourself! 


Choice morning and evening devo 
tional readings for every day in the 
ear, by Dr. H. A. Ironside, world- 
amous Bible teacher 
The Continual Burnt Offering, 
already cherished by 50,000 read- 
ers, and its new companion volume, 
The Daily Sacrifice 
Deluxe gift set, handsomely 
bound, with gold lettering and 
slip case, per set, $2.75. _ 
Both titles also available in reg- 
ular edition at $1.50 each. 

The Christian’s Calendar 
A daily page of Scripture verses 
and wi hry with beautiful full- 
color landscape $1 each. 

Who Am 1? 
A fascinating new way to learn 
vour Bible! 52 unusual acrostics 
for all ages - for homes, Sunday 
schools, parties ~ perfect for 
prizes! Striking, colorful] binding. 
Only $1 each. 
At your bookstore 
or direct from the publisher. 


LOIZEAUX BROTHERS 


© 19 West 2ist Street @ New York 10 


For 


Gist 3Lesson 


1949 By R.A. TORREY 


Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty- 
nine years’ supremacy. Never 
equalled. Condensed thought. Di- 
gest and text of lesson. Full ex- 
position. Other features. 


Cloth Bound 60¢ Postpaid 
e F. H. REVELL CO., 158-5th Ave., New York 10 « 
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Origin Of The Diocesan 
Bishop 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


According to the early church writers, in the 
second century after Christ, there began a slight 
departure from the Government of the church 
as it was organized by the inspired Apostles. Paul 
in his charge to the Elders of Ephesus, recorded in 
Acts 2:28, places equal authority and responsibility 
upon the Elders for taking the spiritual oversight 
of the church and of being pastors or shepherds 
“to feed the Church of God which he hath pur- 
chased with His own blood.’”’ From this and other 
passages we learn that the Apostle Paul, who felt 
on his heart “‘the care of all the churches,” did not 
consider that he had any vacant churches so long 
as he had ruling elders to discharge their duty. 


In I Timothy 5:17 he writes, ‘“‘Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of double honor 
especially they who labor in word and doctrine.” 
There were elders that ruled well and there were 
other elders, in addition to their ruling well, who 
also labored in the word and doctrine. So we have 
ruling elders and teaching or preaching elders— 
all elected by the people. 


It was natural that there would be one man 
even in a small group who would be more capable 
and perhaps more willing to teach than the others, 
as there are diversities of talents in the church. 
There are two characteristics found in nearly 
every body of men. Some are more gifted in 
leadership and perhaps more zealous than others. 
While others shrink from taking the lead espe- 
cially in church work and are prone to leave the 
ng i to those they think are better fitted 
or 1t. 


So the churches selected one of their number 
to take the spiritual oversight of the church and 
to be the shepherd of the flock and to devote all 
his time to the work of the church. And they 
called him Bishop to distinguish him from the 
ruling elders of the church. It became evident 
that this man should be educated and trained so 
that he might be better fitted to serve the church. 
We Presbyterians believe in this matter of a 
trained man to minister to the church but we do 
not call him Bishop—we call him Pastor. Many 
of our pastors are overworked and overburdened 


by trying to carry the whole load instead of having’ 


the Ruling Elders sharing the responsibility with 
_ them as Paul charged the Elders of Ephesus to do. 


_ The Pastor, or the Bishop as they called him, 
_ Was Moderator of the Session, or body of Elders 
_ in the local church, and as the church grew in 
_ tumbers and wealth they would reach out and 
{ establish missions not far away, and these missions 
_ Would increase in numbers and continue to spread 
Into contiguous territory, and all these churches 
eh naturally look to the Bishop of the mother 
j ag for advice, and help in every way. When 
_ ne time came when it was advisable to organize 
, a Presbytery it would be the natural and the 
’ ope eous thing to elect the Bishop of the mother 
a a as presiding officer, or Moderator. They 
4 aeons a natural but a very serious mistake in 
_ ‘“ecting the Bishop Moderator for life. 


To distinguish the Bishop of the Presbytery, or 
Diocese as they called it, from the Bishop of the 
local church, they called him the Diocesan Bishop 
as distinct from the Parochial Bishop or the 
Bishop of the local church. This permanent Presid- 
ing officer of the Presbytery, whom they called the 
Diocesan Bishop, would naturally command a great 
deal of respect from the pastors and the churches. 
The pastors would look to him for help in secur- 
ing a pastorate or for a change of pastorate. The 
churches would look to him for advice in calling 
a pastor. It was then a short step from advising 
the church to call such and such a man as pastor 
to the Diocesan Bishop appointing them a pastor. 
It was not such a long step from the Bishop 
examining a candidate for ordination in the pres- 
ence of the Presbytery, to be approved by the 
Presbytery, to the Bishop approving his own exami- 
nation. It was also a short step from the Bishop 
presiding at an ordination of a minister, by the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery as 
Timothy was ordained, to the Bishop laying on 
his own hands. Since the Bishop served for life he 
became more or less the indispensable man. No 
church could be organized without him. No min- 
ister could be ordained without him. And no Pres- 
bytery was complete without him. Step by step, 
over the years, the government of the church 
was gradually taken out of the hands of the 
ruling elders and centralized in the hands of 
Moderator of the presbytery, or the Bishop of the 
Diocese as they called it. 


As the presbyteries or dioceses grew in num- 
bers the unity of the church called for a higher 
court or Synod. The authority for this is found in 
the council of Jerusalem, in Acts 20, when. the 
Apostles and Elders met to consider a difficulty 
that had arisen in the church at Antioch. As these 
Synods were organized they would naturally look 
to the most prominent and perhaps the ablest man 
for Moderator and they would elect him for life. 
He would usually be the pastor, or as they would 
call him the Bishop of the large city church. To 
distinguish him from the Diocesan Bishop they 
called him a Metropolitan Bishop. About three or 
four hundred years after Christ, there were 
Metropolitan Bishops in Jerusalem, in Antioch in 
Syria, in Alexandria in Egypt, in Ephesus in Asia 
Minor, in Constantinople on the Bosporus Strait, 
and in the city of Rome which was then called 
the mistress of the world. 


When the Mohammedans began their invasion 


in 622 A. D. they made havoc in destroying all 


the churches in Africa, Palestine, and in Asia 
Minor, and they destroyed all the Christian people, 
and set up the abomination of desolation even in 
Jerusalem itself. That left only the Metropolitan 
Bishop of Constantinople and of Rome. Leo I. 
who became Bishop of Rome in 440 A. D. was the 
first man who claimed to be Universal Bishop, or 
the Pope as he was afterwards called. He tried to 
“lord it over the Bishop of Constantinople” but 
met with stubborn resistance. The contest dragged 
on for centuries until there was a division between 
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the Eastern and the Western church. In the year 
800 A. D. Since then the head of the Western 
church has been the Pope of Rome and the head 
of the Eastern church has been the Patriarch of 
Constantinople. The Eastern church is the church 
of Greece, some of the Balkan states, and Russia, 
while the Roman church covered all the rest of 
Europe. 


One sentence in the Apostle’s creed reads—‘‘I 
believe in the Holy Catholic church.” Neither the 
Greek nor the Roman church has any moral right 
to the name ‘“Catholic.’”’? That word means the 
whole church considered as the body of believers. 
It is composed of all those who profess faith in 
Christ together with their children. 


The Roman and the Greek churches both ex- 
clude all Protestant Christians from their fellow- 
ship and the Pope of Rome pronounces anathemas, 
or curses upon us. So they are not Catholic. 


Neither of them have any right to claim to be 
the mother church, for the mother church in the 
New Testament was governed by elders or bishops 
in the local church, and we can quote from a 
dozen or more of the church writers of the second, 
third, and fourth centuries showing that the whole 
hierarchy of the Church of Rome was a gradual 
growth step by step and began by making a 


difference between the bishop and the elder and 
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in electing the presiding officers of the chureh 
courts for life, and in the attempt to centralize 
authority after the model of the Roman Empire, 
Men walked in the light of their own under. 
standing instead of following the pattern that 
Christ and His apostles left the church to be goy. 
erned by. 


However, this departure from the simplicity of 
the government of the New Testament was not 
universal. As early as the seventh century there 
were found the Paulicians, the Albigenses, the 
Waldensians and then afterwards the Bohemian 
Brethren. Living in obscure, and mountainous, 
and out of the way places these people held to the 
Scriptural mode of church government and the 
Scriptural forms of worship. They rejected all 
man made schemes of government and all un. 
scriptural modes of worship. We have a strong 
Waldensian church in Concord Presbytery at Val- 
dese, N. C. They have been members of Concord 
Presbytery ever since the colony came from the 
Vaudois in Italy more than fifty years ago. They 
are thoroughgoing Presbyterians. They claim they 
are not Protestant Christians but Primitive Chris. 
tians. They claim they are not Reformed Chris- 
tians for the simple reason that they have never 
been deformed. The roots of their government 
and worship (as well as their doctrine) reach 
back to the days of the Apostle Paul. Our Pres. 
bytery is indeed proud of these Waldensian Chris- 
tians as any other Presbytery might well be. 


Woman’s Work 


A Personal Testimony 


Note: This is the sixth in a series of testimonies 
by members of a class studying Personal Witness- 
ing under the leadership of Dr. Cecil Thompson at 
Montreat last summer during the Woman’s Train- 
ing School. 


Every Christian must needs be stirred by reading 
II Corinthians 4:3: ‘But if our gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost.’’ The hopelessness of 
that final word is a clarion call to those who love 
God, for to love God is to love His children— 
those who would be His children if our gospel 
were not hid. 


During the class sessions of this study, the Holy 
Spirit has been showing me lost opportunities. I 
had felt that I had been diligent until this en- 
lightening flashed into my heart and mind. As a 
presbyterial president of two years, I have been 
busy, but all the while there has been a feeling of 
falling short of that which should be accomplished 
and a falling short of God’s purpose in placing me 
in this office. Now I know. My Lord wants me to 
be faithful to my duties as an officer. Nothing 
short of that would meet with His approval but it 
is not enough. I must try to lead these women I 
love to the real desire of His heart—soul-winning. 
Loving, tactful and earnest effort are needed. 
First of all, I must be careful of thoughts and 
attitudes, that the witnessing of my life is sincere 
and faithful. Just a few months are left in this 
particular channel where I am, but God grant that 
the Holy Spirit may inspire and quicken each 
executive board and each individual to bear fruit, 
then more fruit, then the much fruit in won 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


souls, to save them from the eternal damnation 
of the “lost” because of our hidden gospel. This 
is a personal testimony but Christian witnessing is 
personal or nothing. 


There are many avenues for Christian witness 
of women, but the place “‘where we are’’ is usually 
the place of need. These channels change and 
enlarge with the passing of the years. ‘“‘Where we 
are’? can be our homes, in the kitchen on a hot 
day when things go wrong, perhaps over the 
back fence in a neighborhood chat, speaking of 
the things of the Kingdom in a natural. way, 10- 
stead of indulging in gossip. Every contact with 
another person counts for or against our witness. 
The first and important step is to daily seek our 
Father’s advice and the guidance and strength of 


_the Holy Spirit. 


If just the executive boards of our presbyterials 
are soul-winning women, how glorious will be ou 
“reports” to the Master at the close of lifes 
little year. 


— 


Daily Bible Reading 
A LOAD OR A LIFT? 
By Frederick W. Cropp 


Why is it, a man asks, that when I read ° 
detective story I lose a half night’s rest to fim 
it, but when I read the Bible, I fall asleep? 


This question, in one form or another, 3s # 
familiar one to all pastors. At a time when pe 
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ple from all over the world are crying earnestly 
for the Word of God, why do so many people in 
America find it drudgery to read the Bible? 


Let us admit that it is one thing to believe 
that everybody ought to read the Bible, or to 
want to read the Bible with enthusiasm; it is quite 
another thing even for many earnest Christians 
to read the Bible regularly with satisfaction. 


What is the trouble? 


Is it the format? No; the column type of print- 
ing is used in many of the most popular maga- 
zines. Perhaps the breaks for verses and chapters 
do contribute to the difficulty, but not too much 
—and there are numerous Bibles which remove 


or de-emphasize the versification. 


Is it the arrangement of the Books of the 
Bible? Perhaps so. The new reader may begin 
grandly in Genesis, but finds himself soon in- 
volved in laws and customs or plain arithmetic. 
Or suppose he begins with the New Testament. 
I have some sympathy with the bluejacket who 
returned his New Testament to the chaplain with 
the complaint that the first of Matthew’s Gospel 
read like a telephone directory. If it was all lik 


. that, said he, he wasn’t interested! 3 


The difficulty may be in the language of the 
Bible itself, but new versions keep coming off 


our presses to make the words of the Bible as— 


lively and fresh as its message. 


Let us face it: the Bible is not the same as 
other books; it is not even like other collections 
of books. It cannot, as a whole, be read as other 
books are read. For the Bible is first of all God’s 
Book; then it may become ours. 


_ The introductory paragraphs to a new series of 
Sunday School lessons face the problem of Bible 


use and its relationship to spiritual growth in these 


words: 


“How shall there be a rebirth of faith un- 
less God is known in our midst, and how shall 
He be known unless the word of the Scriptures 
becomes again His living Word in which He 
speaks to man?’’ 


Thousands of sermons, leaflets, even books, have 
been written to lead people into the Bible. Hun- 
dreds of devices and reading lists are published 
and widely distributed for this very purpose. And 
the evidence is at hand that there is more Bible 
reading now than ever before. 


But it is also true that we still need new ap- 
proaches and suggestions for Bible use. 


The Bible deserves to be opened hopefully—at 


ser with as much expectancy as one opens a 
er, 


Bible reading will revive if we read until a 
word Strikes home to become the “order of the 
ay" for us. That word from the Bible may on 
some days leap out of the first verse we read. 
On other days it will have to be hunted as we 
would search for a lost but valuable coin. It may 
© a word about God or His word, or more ex- 
plicitly, His will for us. But be sure of this: in 
the Bible is planted enough truth to provide us 
with daily power for a lifetime. 


Then there must follow reflection on the truth 
ead. The process of continuous reading is diffi- 


cult for many people, and even Bible reading has 
no merit unless the Spirit can work upon the 
reader’s perception. 


And finally each reader must make the Bible 
come alive in action. I find that people are al- 
ways interested in the story of the translation of 
the Scriptures, but there is little that the average 
person can do about the language barrier to Bible 
reading. Each reader can, however, make the ulti- 
mate translation of the Bible into the language 
of action. A Chinese boy had become a Chris- 
tian and was discussing his experience with a 
friend. Said he, “I am now reading the Bible and 
behaving it.’’? That is a version which all the world 
can read. 


Test your Christian life at this point: Is my 
daily Bible reading a load, or does it lift me up? 
If you cannot pass this simple test, try the 
remedies suggested here—and discover how the 
Scriptures come alive for you. 


= 


Use It Or Lose It 


“‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.” II Timothy 3:16-17. 


Your Bible is of worth according to the amount 
you use it. You lose its inspiration and the value 
of its helpful guidance if you do not allow its 
message to enter your life by regular, planned 
reading. One must use it right along, or else he 
will miss its needful vitality for daily living. 


The Bible says of itself that its inspiration is of 
God. Jesus is the test and standard, the Word made 
flesh, the greatest inspiration of God revealed in 
the written Word. 


The verse quoted above says it “is profitable 
for doctrine,’’ which means that it is valuable and 
effective for teaching. In it is divine truth, both 
timeless and timely. It is the Book of Life. 


It is “for reproof,” that is, it is the gauge or 
test for judging ourselves and for judgment of 
social conditions. No other book so jars a person 
out of moral inertia. 


It is “for correction.’’ Man is not content to be 
in sin. The Bible tells us how to “put on the new 
man” and shows that we do not achieve Christian 
humility without being humbled before God and 
completely surrendered to Him. 


And Scripture is “for instruction in righteous- 
ness,’”’ whereby we advance and grow (‘first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear” Mark 4:28), until the goodness and full- 
ness of our Heavenly Father is ours. 


Participation in Worldwide Bible Reading will 
help you, your friends, your church. It will im- 
part added vigor to the ongoing program of the 
church, its classes, its societies and the lives of its 
members. There is no substitute for Bible reading 
personally, Bible reading in the home, Bible read- 
ing in the Church. Use it or lose it—starting with 
you! 


From Bible Society Record, 
November, 1948. 
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Fifth Annual Worldwide 
Bible Reading | 


The daily reading of the Bible is urged in the 
promotion of the Fifth Annual Worldwide Bible 
Reading program, from Thanksgiving to Christmas. 
The program is a plan to get millions of people in 
America and all over the world to read the same 
Bible selections daily for the 31 days in this period. 


Last year 15,000,000 bookmarks that contain 


the list of suggested Scripture passages, were 
distributed and the list of selections reprinted 
about 200,000,000 times. We expect to have an 
even larger response this year, when more and 
more people, both at home and abroad, according 
to reports, are turning to the Bible as a source 
of help and hope. 


The theme chosen this year is ‘‘The Book of 
All Nations.” The Bible is the only book that could 
be given such a designation, for it is available 
to nine-tenths of the human race. Some part of 
it has been translated into 1090 tongues. This 
amazing number constantly’ increasing, as 
through the continuing labors of missionary trans- 
lators the Book finds its message recorded in new 
languages. 


Outside of the United States the program of 
Worldwide Bible Reading is under the supervision 
of the Bible Society’s twelve foreign agencies, 
which produce the reading lists in the languages 
spoken in those nations which they serve. Thirty- 
four countries participated in the program last 
year. Chaplains, serving with various’ branches 
of the Armed Forces in all parts of the world also 
secured the material. 


Among the eight rules of the Bible Society com- 
piled for the effective reading of the Scripture 
passages are “Set aside and keep a definite dailv 
time for reading;’’ ‘‘Read slowly and prayerfully. 
‘No snap shots but time exposures’ should be 
the rule;” “‘Memorize one key verse daily.’’ Planned 
reading, if followed carefully and earnestly, pays 
big dividends. As a person becomes more familiar 
with the vibrant truths in this Book, his outlook 
automatically broadens and he wants to share 
with others the uplifting experience he has en- 
joyed. He will want to make the Bible in a more 
real sense, “‘The Book of All Nations.” 


(The following selections for daily reading bring 
out helpful truths concerning the theme.) 


NOVEMBER 
Day Book Chapter 
wine ...... .. .. .. 108 
.. .......... .. 90 
...... .. .. .. 91 
. ....... .. .. 6 
.. . .. .. .. 4 
DECEMBER 
Day Book Chapter 
. . . ...... .. .. 15 
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.. .. 28 
20 .. .. .. Matthew ..............2 
“Let Him Who Boasts - Boast 

Of The Lord” 


“They measuring themselves by themselves and 
comparing themselves among themselves are not 
wise,”’ so wrote Paul to the Corinthians. It is an 
admonition to us also, for in giving this report 
we are tempted to put our best foot forward. 
Further down in the letter Paul also said, ‘‘Let him 
who boasts, boast of the Lord.” Right here we 
women of First Church, Cleveland, can boast, for 
the Lord has been good to us. It is our achieve- 
ments for Him for which we are dubious. 


The inspiration of being host to Presbyterial — 


gave our women’s work a real boost at the 
start of the Church year. It pushed back the 
horizon and gave us the forward look for it set 
up seven goals for achievement as given by the 
Program of Progress. These goals have become 
our ‘“‘measuring stick,” and just here we are 
tempted te thrust it behind our desk, and bring 
out our ‘measuring of ourselves by ourselves,” for 
we have fallen so far short of the spiritual stand- 
ards of evangelism, church attendance, chapels, 


stewardship, and gifts. But we must take stock, © 


since the Church year is already half over, that 
we may gird ourselves for renewed effort in the 
important season ahead. Therefore, what have 
we accomplished? 


In Evangelism: A committee of women has 
visited newcomers who have become a _ perma: 
nent part of our community, inviting them to 
worship with us. Some effort has been made to 
increase both Sunday school and church attendance. 
There is definite conviction about personal wit- 
nessing such as we have never had before. We 
know there has been witnessing, for the frul 
of it has been garnered; though not in abundance, 
it is there. 


Chapels: No new chapel, but a faithful witness 
ing in the one which is our responsibility. We 


trust that through this channel the souls finding 


their Lord may grow day by day. 


Stewardship: Believing that financial investments 
in eternal values are the best, the giving of timé, 
abilities and money has been emphasized and ou! 
offerings have been good. A new spiritual si 
nificance has been added in that, feeling the 
gifts should be a definite worship service, eve 
Circle dues are collected and dedicated by prayé 
Our women are asked also to have prayer over the 
envelopes they prepare, that his money shall be 
truly a gift to God, | 
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We know that our General Assembly based this 
program on Christ’s program. This is so aptly 
given in our devotionals found in Day By Day 
for October. Listing the phases of Christ’s pro- 
gram, Mr. Chalmers uses the following expres- 
sions: Christ’s program—designed to meet basic 
human needs arouses opposition, finds a place for 
everyone, is rooted and grounded in God, un- 


 eovers faith in strange places, but bears no nation- 


al label, and develops ties of spiritual kinship. 


We recently had a marvelous experience in 


having a part of Christ’s program. Having a very 
sick woman of our chapel, our women rallied to her 
need, and great was our joy when this one, lying 
at death’s door, was renewed in health through 


the efforts of prayer, a good physician and fine 


hospital care. We met her physical need, and out 
of it has grown a real tie of spiritual kinship. We 
feel that we have had a share in Christ’s program. 


Achievements: How difficult it is to measure 
them in spiritual life. Perhaps it is best for us to 
show ourselves faithful. Yes, ‘‘Let him who boasts, 
boast of the Lord.’”’ How fine, for the Lord has 
been good to us! 

Mrs. W. A. Lusk, 
President, Women of the Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 
pg report made at Group Conference, October, 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
December 1948 


December 5: Bible Sunday. 
December 12-19: Ministerial Relief Week. 

December 25 (Saturday): Christmas. | 
— 26: Life Dedication Day and Student 
ight. 
Circle Topic: “The Message Sweeps Over The 

World.” 
Bible Reading For Month: Acts, Romans, I and II 
Corinthians, Galatians. 
Monthly Emphasis: Ministerial Relief. 
General Study (Auxiliary) : “Making The Most Of 
Special Occasions.” 


OUR CHINA POLICY 


(Continued from Page 4) 


In 1939 the Japanese took a certain North 
angsu city in which we were living and where 


| We continued to work for two and a half years 


after occupation. The Nationalist army withdrew 
to the country-side and organized for guerrilla 
Warfare and also administered the area for the 
Central Government. Within six months these loyal 


_ troops were driven out by Chinese Communist 


forces who took over the area and opposition to 
the Japanese ceased. Only when Japan was de- 
America did they move in and con- 
Solidated the city also for the Communists. 


A second serious error was the assumption that 
Chinese Communists could be brought into the 


government on a coalition basis, something we 


ad recognized as impossible in any other part 


| of the world. Working on this false premise our 


government sent General Marshall to China and a 
year was spent in an impossible task, thereby 


giving the Communists time for further consoli- 
dation and preparation. 


Finally, our aid to the government of China 
has been projected on a policy devoid of realism. 
Only too often we have assumed that the pouring 
in of valuable equipment was the ultimate in aid. 
With a few exceptions men who knew China and 
the Chinese were not wanted. A member of Con- 
gress told me that he personally recommended 
to UNNRA a former Chinese missionary who was 
in a position to render valuable aid in supervising 
distribution of American supplies and the UNNRA 
office in Washington not only refused but spe- 
cifically said they did not want any “damned 
missionaries” or “fold China hands.’”’ The appoint- 
ment of Dr. R. P. Richardson was effected on the 
field, contrary to their established policy, and the 
tremendously effective job which he did showed 
the wisdom of such a choice. 


Failure to utilize men who, while loving the 
Chinese also knew their weaknesses has proven 
fatal to our over-all policy. It would not have 
been an act of imperialism on the part of America 
to have frankly faced China with the fact that it 
was American life, effort and money which de- 
feated Japan and because of this to have firmly 
insisted on certain safeguards for the future good 
of China herself. Only men who know China are 
capable of such a service. Protecting the “face” 
of the Chinese is essential but this can be done 
both with firmness and tact and to the inestimable 
good of China. As it is, we have given hundreds of 
millions of dollars in relief and equipment without 
adequate supervision as_ to its use and we have 
countenanced fiscal and other policies by the Chi- 
nese government which have brought her to ruin. 


One would certainly not ask for a return to 
privileges such as those forced from China by 
Western powers during a past generation. But, 
as both the savior and benefactor of China we 
had the right and duty to the use of a guiding 
hand in the help we so willingly gave. 


Our failure to use both common sense and in- 
formed agents has resulted in a collosal debacle 
in the Far East. Whether there will yet be given 
us another opportunity now seems uncertain, but 
if it comes, for the sake of Christian missions, for 
the sake of China and for the sake of America 
herself, let us have the courage to use both wisdom 
and firmness which has been so greatly lacking 
up to the present time. —L.N.B. 
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Church News 


PRESBYTERY OF ST. JOHN'S 


Synod Of Florida 


The Presbytery of St. Johns convened in the 
Presbyterian Church, Daytona Beach, 2:00 P.M., 
October 26, 1948. In the absence of the retiring 
Moderator, Elder George S. Lenfestey of the Hyde 
Park Presbyterian Church, Tampa, his pastor, 
Rev. E. S. Campbell, D.D., delivered the opening 
sermon on the subject, ‘“‘The Foolishness of Preach- 
ing.” There were present 51 ministers and 33 
ruling elders. Rev. John T. N. Keels, Pastor at 
Wauchula, was elected Moderator. 


Since the Spring Meeting of Presbytery Rev. 
Hugh M. Jefferson was dismissed to Granville 
Presbytery, Rev. W. B. McSwain to Kings Moun- 
tain, Rev. Olin M. Whitener to Wilmington Pres- 
bytery, Rev. W. S. Beardshaw to Savannah Pres- 
bytery, Rev. Robert Marshburn to Athens Pres- 
bytery, Rev. Fred Bremer to Cherokee Presby- 
tery. The following ministers have been received 
into the Presbytery: Rev. John B. Dickson from 
Central Mississippi to become Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Tampa; Rev. Robt. A. Poland 
from Buffalo-Niagara, U.S.A., to become pastor 
at Seminole Heights, Tampa; Rev. Richard E. 
Coulter from Bible Presbyterian Synod to become 
assistant pastor at Peace Memorial, Clearwater; 
Rev. Stewart H. Long from Cherokee Presbytery 
to become pastor at Palmetto; Rev. Arthur W. 
Rideout from N. Florida, U.S.A., to become assis- 
tant pastor at Park Lake Church, Orlando; Rev. 
Walter K. Keys from Holston Presbytery to be- 
come minister at Bee Ridge; Rev. R. Clyde Doug- 
las from Athens Presbytery to become Pastor at 
Frostproof; Rev. J. Gordon Smith from Lexington- 
Ebenezer Presbytery to become assistant pastor at 
Daytona Beach in charge of the Community Chapel. 


Rev. John E. Abbott, D.D., who had been for- 
merly pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
DeLand for sixteen years and pastor of the Church 
at Uleta, Florida for the past four years, was 
honorably retired as of November 30, 1948. 


The overture sent down by the Assembly was 
not considered by Presbytery but will be acted 
upon at the Stated Spring Meeting. 


The Committee on Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief reported forty-eight candidates for 
the Gospel Ministry under the care of Presbyery. 
Elder John G. Anderson, Jr., Chairman of the 
Committee on Program of Progress, reported in- 
creased interest in the entire Program throughout 
the Presbytery. The Committee on Evangelism 
reported that the Presbytery for the year 1947-48 
had received in new members 138% of its quota 
and that the Home Mission Churches alone in 
the Presbytery had received more members than 
any one of 43 of the 78 Presbyteries in the As- 
sembly. The Committee on Home Missions report- 
ed that $189,000.00 had been expended within 
the year 1947-48 for the purchase of property, the 
construction of buildings and the supplementing 
of minister’s salaries. 


The next meeting of Presbytery will convene in 
Lakeland, April 19, 1949 at 2:00 P.M. 
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Presbytery Of Dallas 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in Stated Fa) 
Meeting at Presbytery’s Camp near Lake Dallas 
on October 5-6, 1948, at 2:00 P.M. with 29 Min. 
isters and 17 Ruling Elders present. We were 
favored by_having present with us several visiting 
Ministers, Ruling Elders and Deacons. 


Rev. Paul F. Bobb, pastor of the Sunset Church 


of Dallas, was elected Moderator by acclamation, 


Rev. Thomas W. Currie was elected Press Re. 
porter, and Rev. P. J. Garrison was elected As. 
sistant Clerk. 


Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., Assisted Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly, was received from the 
Presbytery of Holston; and Rev. Daniel A. Baker 
from Brazos Presbytery. | 


Three Candidates for the Gospel Ministry were 
taken under the care of Dallas Presbytery; namely: 
Messrs. G. H. Slusser and John Craig from High. 
land Park Church; and William Brandt, of the 
Westminster Church of Dallas. 


Presbytery appointed a Commission to organize 
the Wynnewood Presbyterian Church of Dallas 
on November 21, 1948. 


The following Ministers were elected. as Con- 
missioners to the next General Assembly: _ 


Principals: Rev. Billy Baine, Rev. Cecil H. Lang, 
Rev. A. J. Van Puffelen, Rev. Paul Wright. Alter. 
nates: Rev. C. M. FrerKing, Rev. E. C. Scott, 
Rev. John S. Ellis, Rev. Walter Lazenby, Jr. 


The Ruling Elder Commissioners will be elected 
at the Stated Winter Meeting of Presbytery. 


Robert L. Cowan, Stated Clerk. 


Austin Seminary Choir Sings 


The Austin Seminary Choir made its first off- 
the-campus appearance of the season in the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church of Austin on Sur 
day, October 31. The choir took charge of the 
entire evening worship, building it around the 
theme, “The Call Of The Christian Ministry.” 
Mr. Earl Wigiins, choir member from the Van 
Alstyne, Tex., used this as his subject for a brief 
message. Mr. David Moore, student from Des 
Moines, Ia., presided and gave a reading of re 
ligious poetry. The choir sang two groups of 
anthems. 


The Austin Seminary Choir is made up of 
twenty-four male voices. Evelyn Mosier Foster, 
member of the Music faculty at the University of 
Texas, is director. The choir provides music regl- 
larly for services at the Seminary Chapel. In 
addition, plans are being made to present special 
concerts during the year and to make several out 
of-town trips. 


Receipts Radio Committee 
As Of Nov. 1, 1948 


This Year Last Year Increase, 
Benevolences .. $20,902.42 $14,848.77 $ 6,053.00 
Special Gifts.. 2,271.88 15.00 2,256.8 


Totals ..... $23,174.30 $14,863.77 $ 8,310.53 
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| “Objectional Acts Of 
The Federal Council Of The 
Churches Of Christ 
In America” 
By L. E. Faulkner 


Hattiesburg ... Mississippi 


Our General Assembly, in 1919, warned the 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
regarding the objectionable acts of the Federal 


Council in these words, and I quote: “The ob- 


jectionable acts of the Council passed May 6-8, 
1919, violating its own former agreement, were 
its representing and affirming, as the belief of 
the churches connected with it, certain views on 
political relations, international relations, labor 
and capital problems, wage questions and working 
days, woman’s work, race problems, the making 
of laws and the enforcement of the same, treaties 
with foreign countries, women’s full political and 
economic equality, and similar questions,” and in 
1915 our General Assembly, in criticizing the Fed- 
eral Council stated, and I quote from the General 
Assembly’s minutes of 1915: “‘The note sounded 
for our forward movement in the Church is Evan- 
gelism. Is it not, then, of the greatest importance 
that we guard the pure evangel from accretions 
that may turn us aside from our great mission 
and dissipate our energies on the perishing things 
of time, when they should be concentrated on and 
consecrated to the mighty things of eternity?”’ 


In a sermon delivered before the Synod of 
Mississippi by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Moderator of. 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, Dr. Fulton 
stated: “Christ came not to make peace between 
man and man but between man and God.” Con- 
tinuing, our Moderator stated: “He appealed for 
world redemption instead of world order.” Our 
Moderator then stated: “I want to remind the 
ministers ... how awful it would be if, among all 
the answers on how to get along with labor... 
capital, how to get along with your neighbor, a 
man got no answer to the problem of life and 
eternity.” 


An Official Declaration of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Council states: “The primary con- 
cern of the Council is with the spiritual life and 
evangelistic outreach of the churches.” 


In speaking of Evangelism, Dr. Fulton stated 
that there is a danger of the Church’s “losing sight 
of her redemptive mission through social and hu- 
manitarian work.” Then Dr. Fulton stated: “Let 
the church be the church, not a political action 
ee or a foreign policy making organi- 

on. 


_The Federal Council of Churches has been ac- 
tive as a “political action committee” and as a 
foreign policy making organization.” If there 


is any doubt in anyone’s mind regarding this fact 


I shall be glad to furnish documental proof. 


Contributions 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 
0 the General Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Dorkerss Inc., Richmond, Va. For the Month of 
ctober: 1948, $6,209.94; 1947, $3,267.75. Total 


| to Date: 1948, $30,585.85; 1947, $20,957.01. 
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CHAPEL SPEAKERS 


Representatives of a number of the Executive 
Committees of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., have 
spoken at chapel exercises at Austin Seminary re- 
cently. Their visits to the campus have resulted 
from a systematic endeavor on the part of the 
Seminary to inform students of the organization 
and work of the Church. 


Miss Eleanor Foxworth, Traveling Secretary of 
the Committee of Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief, spoke at the Seminary on Oc- 
tober 26th. She was followed by the Rev. J. G. 
Patton, Jr., Executive Secretary of the Committee 
on Stewardship, on November 4, and Mr. S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., Secretary of Men’s Work, on No- 
vember 6. Also speaking during the month of No- 
D. J. Cumming, Educational 
Secretary of the Committee of Foreign Missions 
on November 13, and the Rev. Harry Goodykoontz, 
Director of Student Work, on November 18. 


DAY OF REDEDICATION 


Dr. Robert F. Jones, pastor of First Presby- 
terian Church of Fort Worth, was guest speaker 
for the annual Day of Rededication at Austin 
Seminary, held this year on November 3. Dr. Jones 
preached at 10:00 A.M. on “Living To The Point,” 
and at 7:30 P.M. on the subject “On Having The 
Dimness Of Our Souls Taken Away.” 


The Day of Rededication is set aside each year 
at Austin Seminary as a time of concentration 
upon personal spiritual life. Classes and other 
regular activities are suspended for the day. This 
year, prayer meetings were led by faculty mem- 
bers in each of the living units on the preceding 
night. The day itself began with private devotions 
in the chapel and closed with an impressive com- 
munion service at 10:00 P.M. The entire day was 
planned by the Spiritual Life Committee of the 
Student Body. 


Justification By Faith 


“Christ hath merited righteousness for as many 
as shall be found in him. And in him God findeth 
us, if we are true believers, for by faith we are 
incorporated into Christ. Then, although we be al- 
together sinful and unrighteous in ourselves, yet 
even the man who is in himself ungodly, full of 
iniquity, full of sin, him being found in Christ 
through faith and having his sin in hatred through 
repentance, him God beholdeth with a gracious 
eye, putting away his sin by not imputing it, 
taketh quite away the punishment due thereto by 
pardoning it, and accepteth him in Christ Jesus as 
if he had fulfilled all that is commanded in the law, 
shall I say more perfectly righteous than if him- 
self fulfilled all the law? I must take heed what I 
say, but the Apostle saith, God made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. Such we are then, 
in the sight of God, as is the very Son of God him- 
self. Let it be counted folly or phrensy or fury or 
whatever; it is our wisdom and our comfort. We 
care for no knowledge in the whole world but this: 
that man hath sinned, and God hath suffered, that 
God hath made himself the sin of men, and that 
men are made the righteousness of God.”’ 


—Richard Hooker. 
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